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ABSTRACT

In Korea, no institutional tool or regulation exists by which a retail business in charge of gathering and
maintaining subscribers can be guaranteed independence from the wholesale business division of a fixed
incumbent provider of essential facilities such as ducts, poles and copper or fiber cables, which may also be
offering the same products to its rivals. For that reason, a wholesale division may have an incentive to
intentionally disrupt the sharing of facilities requested by competitive operators in cooperation with the retail
division. Ultimately, the facility sharing process will remain inactive when there is a lack of equivalent access to
the fixed access network. Therefore, this paper analyzes recent cases of access network separation and suggests

long-term measures for the successful implementation of the sharing of facilities.
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Fig. 1. Concept of access network separation
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